es; we think if our great men, with their great 
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For the Methodist Protestant. 
MARYLAND. 


Licking Creek, Washington Co. August 1, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—On last Sabbath we held a 
meeting under the trees, near Prather’s chapel, 
about a mile south of Clear Spring. The con- 
gregation was large, and appeared interested. 
A sermon and two addresses on church govern- 
ment were delivered; we then organized a so- 
ciety of thirty-five members. 

We think liberty in the woods is better than 
bondage in the house; we think it better to have 
a conscience void of offense toward God and 
man, and be poor, than guilty, with much rich- 


minds,can acquit themselves of guilt whilst they 
continue to hold the rights of others, and lord 
it over God’s heritage, to the great injury of the 
church, that it is not safe for us to risk our all 
in supporting such tyranny; we feel determined 
to support and spread as far as possible, the good 
cause of mutual rights and christian liberty, on 
representative principles—hoping and believing 
that the spirit of the Lord is upon us, because 
He has appointed us to preach deliverance to cap- 
tives,and the opening of doors to those whoare in 
prison. And may the lightand truth thereof be so: 
clear and powerful, that all may see and feel 
that God is in the reform; and through the re-! 
formers His name shall be glorified, and all na- 
tions brought to see the salvation of the Lord. 
May God prosper our undertaking, be with us 
and direct us, in this our day of trial. 
Yours, in love and unity, 
JEREMIAH Mason, 


For the Methodist Protestant. | 
NEW YORK. 
New York, July 20, 1832. 

‘Dear Brother,—After an absense of nearly two 
months,on a tour through the northern and west- 
ern section of this district, having travelled in 
this tine between six and seven hundred miles, 
the Lord has graciously presided over and 
brought me in safety to my family; all of whom 
I found in health, but in the midst of disease, 
death and alarm, in consequence of the pesti-, 
Jence that walketh through our city, and that is 
hurrying hundreds of our fellow-beings rapidly 
to ‘‘that bourne, from whence no traveller re- 
turns.” Qh that the people of this favored land 
would fear the Lord, and learn righteousness, 
while his judgments are abroad in the earth! In 
this tour [ have witnessed the presence and 
power of the Lord to save souls, as well to help 
forward our infant cause in this region of coun- 
try; and I hesitate not to say, that so far my 
knowledge extends, probably no section of 
country bids fairer to crown with victory and 
reward the struggles and labours of brethren en- 
gaged in the good cause of God and reforma- 
tion, than the state of New York. The only 


lack with us here, is, as in many other parts, 


(end as many of us yet living, well remember 
was the act in gone bye days of infant Metho- 
dism) the want of efficient ministerial help. To 
relieve, measurably, this deficiency with us, 
however, the brethren of this conference have 
happily laid their plans in the formation of a 
Home Missionary Society, with auxiliaries 
throughout the district, which we have cause to 
believe and hope will be spiritedly attended to; 
and from our knowledge of facts, would recom- 
mend similar plans to all others in like circum- 
stances; for our observations in excursions 
through the district during the three past years, 
convince us that, in the same ratio as light and 
information spread, the walls of prejudice tot- 
ter, and the principles of Methodist Protest- 
antism are hailed with gladness. The book of 
Discipline, with elementary principles and con- 
stitution, is much inquired for. Wherever it 
has passed before the eyes of the learned and 
intelligent, as well as of those in the humbler 
walks of life, its principles have met their appro- 
bation, and they bid our cause God speed. 
Passing by the pleasing scenery which pre- 
sents itself to the eye of the traveller, up the 
proud Hudson, I hastened to the town of Malta, 
Saratoga county, not far from the Ballstown 


| Springs, where the providence of God very un- 


expectedly cast my lot more than a year ago. 
At that time, as well as on the present occasion, 
application was made by persons interested, for 
the privilege of holding our meetings in the 
Methodist Episcopal meetjng-house, which was 
stated to have been built on the liberal plan for 
other denominations when not occupied by 
them; but the application was sternly rejected 
by some, though not by all of the official mem- 
bers. Another house that stood on the farm of 


1a brother, was also refused by a few of the offi- 


cial members; but none of these things moved 
us; they rather worked out for our good, for He 
that had said, “I set before you an open door, 
and no man shutteth,” helped us, and doors 
enough were thrown open. A good brother 
permitted us to occupy his barn, which he fit- 
ted up in chapel style; and in which was held 
the first Methodist Protestant quarterly meet- 
ing in this vicinity; and the best of all was, the 
Lord helped to open the door for the gospel, 
for such was the effects of this meeting upon all 
who were present, (and hundreds were in at- 
tendance,) that another meeting was desired, 
which was appointed to be held in six weeks 
after in the same place. On that occasion I at- 
tended also, and the Lord graciously poured 
out his spirit. The word ran and was glorified. 
The hand-full of corn on the top of the moun- 
tain waved like Lebanon; the hearts of the 
children of every denomination were revived; 
the partition walls were thrown down; the hearts 
of sinners melted like wax before the flame; 
prejudice appeared to have been banished; and 
several, on retiring from the barn, requested that 
prayers be offered up for them. A young mar- 
ried lady went from the meeting to her house, 
accompanied by a sister of her husband, who 


professed religion and was a member of the old 
church, and when there, desired the privilege of 
praying for her soul, but her husband refused, 
saying, there should be no praying in his house. 
The visiters then repaired to a grove, and there 
wrestled with the Lord;—before morning, how- 
ever, her soul was comforted: and that of her 
husband broken to pieces. He came to the 
meeting begging us to go (to the house where 
he had said there should be no praying) and 
pray for him; and after laboring for some time 
with him, we left him refusing to be comforted, 
until the Lord should speak peace. Numbers 
more, no doubt, in that vicinity, are anxiously 
seeking the Lord. The calls were pressing to 
have us preach in an adjacent aeighberhood. sO 
much so, that private houses, public houses, 
and Presbyterian houses, were at our disposal. 
In this vicinity, we have but a few brethren 
newly organized, but they ure of sterling worth; 
and the eyes of hundreds are turned toward the 
Methodist Protestant Constitution and its prin- 
ciples. I should have stated that some of the 
excellent of the earth among our old-side breth- 
ren were with us, and fearlessly assisted in the 
labors of the meetings. 

From this section, I pass over several inter- 
esting meetings which were held in various 
places, until we arrived at Chéster, in the county 
of Warren. Here we held a third quarterly 
meeting in a very commodious well-finished 
meeting house. In this place we have a good 
society organized; and though at the first, more 
than two years ago, there appeared some dispo- 
sition in a few, to oppose us, yet as our princi- 
ples became known, and our labors witnessed, 
opposition disappeared. It was pleasing to be- 
hold the hundreds that flocked from the moun- 
tains and villages, and to see various denomi- 
nations participating in the religious devotions, 
and confessing that their prejudices were gone. 
The effects of this Christian union and fellow- 
ship, in this place, were as might be expected; 
the hearts of poor sinners were broken up, and 
they were constrained to cry out, and say, see 
how these Christians love. All the churches 
seemed to share in the revivals of God’s Spirit. 
[sy not this as it should be, and as God will have 
it to be? The time had now arrived for me to 
visit the west, and after crossing mountains and 
valleys and rivers, 1 at length arrived in the 
county of Schoharie, and held the first Metho- 
dist Protestant quarterly meeting ever heid in 
these parts, at a place called the Fly, a short 
distance from Livingstonville, in a barn fitted 
up by a friend for us in neat style. Here the 
Lord sent out the people in abundance to learn 
for themselves what these new things were; the 
Lord owned his word. The melting power of 
God came down on Sabbath, and hundreds were 
bathed in tears; and after the exercises of the 
day were over, the people retired appargutly 
satisfied with the labors and principles of this 
people, as they had heard and understood them. 
From appearances, there. is not a doubt, that 


had this meeting been protracte’ much good 
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would tose crowned the well-meant labors of 
the servants of the Most High. I am the more 


articular at this time and place, because it is 


ut recently that our brethren, together with 
brethren of other denominations, have fully 
commenced religious operations. Since then 
our Presbyterian and Methodist Episcopal breth- 
ren have held their protracted meetings, and 
their labor has not been in vain in the Lord. 
Two meeting-houses, one Methodist Episcopal 
the other Presbyterian, are erecting in this sec- 
tion, and by this time I am in hopes that plans 
are laid, and efforts making, to have a third 
house of worship—a Methodist Protestant. 


A letter now before me states that sister S. 
Thompson is at Middlebury, a smart village, 
about five miles from the last named place, and 
that the Lord is powerfully working in that 

lace; so much s0, that she may be said to be 
holding a protracted meeting. The Lutheran 
church is thrown open for her services. Great 
and marvelons are thy works, 0 Lord! After 
having continued my labors in different parts in 
this section, to very promising and interesting 
congregations, I took, my leave of them for 
Cherry Valley. In laboring with the citizens of 
this village, the Lord in mercy cheered and com- 
forted the little flock. Cherry Valley is a very 
interesting section of our labor; here the trial 
and affliction of our much-injured sister Thomp- 
son took place;—here are living witnesses of 
her wrongs; in consequence of which, to very 
many throughout this section, she has become 
the more endeared; and indeed in every direc- 
tion through this couniry may her footsteps be 
seen in the fruits of her labor. And from all we 
have heard and seen, we think she may freely 
improve the language of one who truly knew 
what conflict and sufferings were, 2d Tim. 3c. 
10. 1lv. From Cherry Valley, I visited Coop 
erstown;—this village is beautifully situated at 
the foot of a lake, which appears to be about 
the head waters of the great Susquehannah. On 
Sabbath morning, I preached in the court house, 
to a very large and attentive congregation, com- 
posed of all denominations, as well those of no 
profession. The season was an interesting one, 
not soon to be forgotten. In the afternoon, I 
visited the town of Milford, and preached to a 
large congregation. Here the Lord has given 
us some very interesting friends and brethren. 
May He add to their number such as shall be 
good and faithful Christians! 


From this my attention was turned toward the 
approaching camp meeting, which was held in 
the vicinity of Clarksville, on the same ground 
on which the brethren of Cherry Valley and the 
adjacent vicinity held their ever memorable 
camp meeting in September last. The meeting 
commenced on Thursday, June 28th, and closed 
on Tuesday, July 3d. ‘There were about 20 
tents on the ground, and some of them of plank 
and large. ‘There were 12 or 13 ministers and 
peooeners in attendance; among them was a 

resbyterian clergyman, who gave us an excel- 
lent discourse on the divinity of Christ. The 
congregations were good, and increased daily 
till Sabbath, when it was computed by some 
that there were near six thousand persons pre- 
sent: and to the praise of that people we speak 
it, there appeared no other disposition than that 
of good order and attention to the word preach- 
ed, and during the whole of the meeting there 
was nothing transpired calculated to disturb the 
devotional exercises. So orderly have both of 
those meetings been, which were held on this 
ground, that it became proverbial that these peo- 


ple can hold camp-meetings without brush fence 
or staff officers; and so powerful have been 
their effects, through the blessing of God, in 
this region of country, that hundreds who had 
entertained great prejudice, have become friends 
and came forward and entered heartily into the 
exercises of the meeting, and participated in 
the joys thereof; and thousands who were but 
speculative hearers, retired from those meetings 
expressing an entire satisfaction with the exer- 
cises, and especially the principles of the gov- 
ernment of the church, which they seemed to 
take great pleasure in learning. In conclusion, 
the Lord owned and crowned the well-meant 
endeavors of his children and servants; shackles 
were broken, prejudice gave way, and union ob- 
tained. The effects were—many awakened, 
many gratified, many stirred up to seek holiness 
of heart, and some ever-memorable circum- 
stances, attending the return of poor backslid- 
ers to their heavenly father’s house. For all 
these and every blessing, the glory be given to 
the Lord God and the Lamb. 

Thus, my dear Brother, I have endeavored to 
give you a narrative of some of the more pro- 
minent facts and religious encouragements wit- 
nessed through this district; and because we 
have seemed to move along so sweetly, think 
not for a moment, that we have no opposers, and 
none that say illof us. Would to God this were 
otherwise, and how soon would it be the case 
that the watchmen would see eye to eye on the 
walls of Zion, and Christians take each the other 
by the hand, and say, we are journeying to the 
place the Lord hath said, ‘I will give it you,” 
“come,go with us and we will do you good,” &c. 
Were it not for a few, (and these we hope will 
ere long see their error, and turn from it, 
and with contrition of soul, make amends for 
errors past,) to use the language of C. Wes- 
ley, ‘‘Those who were fricnds at first would be 
friends at last.’”’ Yours, G. Tuomas. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


For the Methodist @rotestant. 
VIKGINIA. 

Wyoming, July 20, 1832. 

Dear Brother,—In my last I mentioned, that 
the existence of an effective Home Missionary 
Society would be one of the most powerful aux- 
iliaries, in accomplishing the building, or pur- 
chasing of an additional house of worship in 
each succeeding year, by the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church in the city of New York. It will 
be recollected, that such a society has already 
been organized under the auspices of the New 
York Annual Conference. 1 have noticed with 
pleasure, a communication from Brother Ayres, 
the corresponding secretary of the Society, in 
which he has invited the co-operation of the 
ministers and officers of the district, in giving 
efficiency to the institution. This is as it should 
be; and to show that the churches in the city 
are not idle, brother Shinn preached two ser- 
mous to promote this object; and when I left 
there it was in contemplation at no distant pe- 
riod, to bring the demands of this institution 
before all our people, in a way likely to make a 
lasting impression. Could all the ministers and 
official members throughout the district, be in- 
duced tu act in concert, it would require but lit- 
tle time to show how much good might result 
to the best interests of the church from our 
missionary operations. Hitherto our cause has 
suffered great!y for the want of an active gener- 
al sunerintendency in the different conferences. 


New York and Virginia, with whose operations 
Lam better acquainted than any other part of 
our work, have lost much in this respect. 


One object doubtless of the organization of 
the Home Missionary Society, is to aid in giv- 
ing support to the President of the Conference. 
But what will the institution of such a society 
avail, unless prompt measures be taken by all 
who are concerned to carry its plans into vigor- 
ous operation? Past expericnce teaches us that 
niany benevolent plans have been originated, 
which if steadily pursued, would have led to im- 
portant results. But owing toa want of per- 
severance, that which had a good beginning ter- 
minated in empty air. Our whole work can be 

reatly benefited by well-sustained Missionary 
Bocieties: and it is worthy of inquiry, by what 
means can these societies be the most effectually 
promoted? 


There are but two ways by which their claims 
can be fairly presented to the members of our 
communion in particular, and those friendly to 
our cause in general. The first and usual course 
of proceeding is, to interest the feelings, and 
enlist the services of our travelling ministers, 
who, when they will take hold, are able and 
successful advocates of every plan of benevo- 
lence. In New York our Missionary cause has 
already been favourably received by the mem- 
bers of the Conference; and some individuals 
with whom I became acquainted are determin- 
ed to support it by their unwearied efforts. The 
second plan, and one too which has met with 
great success among other denominations, is, 
that of special agents appointed by the Board 
of Managers belonging to each separate socie- 
ty. How far this mightsucceed among us must 
remain to be tested by future experiment. In 
this matter we have not to consult the bishops, 
or the General Conference, before we can pro- 
ceed to the work of sending out duly qualified 
agents to promote our Missionary cause; and 
we are sure that this plan would be adopted 
without hesitation if those who are concerned 
could be persuaded it was for the best. 


There is one thought in connection with this 
subject which is entitled to consideration.— 
There are many of our unstationed ministers 
whose situation is such that they cannot devote 
the whole of their time to the work, who are 
nevertheless highly qualified for the discharge 
of the duties of a travelling agency, and whose 
services might be profitably employed several 
months inthe year. ‘This would bring a greater 
number of Jabourers into the freld, enlist the 
feelings of unstationed men in the work, and aid 
them to act more in concert with the itinerant 
ministers. Much good might result from this 
plan, if the experiment were made, by employ- 
ing such only as were every way qualified. For 
it wiil not be denied, that there are many ac- 
ceptable ministers who could discharge the du- 
ties of a station or a circuit who would under- 
stand but little of the business of an agent, and 
who would be disqualified for the office. These 
thoughts have been hastily expressed, and may 
be subject to severe reprehension. But this 
subject has, nevertheless, been one of deep in- 
terest, close investigation, and in regard to 
which I have been led to conclude, that some- 
thing should be done, and done at once. 


It is altogether a mistake to suppose that the 
organization of a Missionary Society requires 
the combined wisdom and energy of a General 
or an Annual Conference. It may be com- 
menced in a corner, by the fireside, in a count- 
ing-room, or in any other situation where a few 
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enterprising, intelligent christians can be con- 


vened, with as good prospects of success as if 


months and years were spent in deliberation. 
It is this mistaken idea that seems to possess 
the minds of so many of our people, derived 
from old customs and prejudices, that keeps us 
trammelled up with leading strings. We must 
have great men to lead the way—to think, to 
act, to speak, and to write for us. But fortu- 
nately for us, our great men have retired into 


the back ground, and left us to do these things 


each for himself. Yours, Ira A. Easter. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Raleigh, July 27, 1832. 

Mr. Editor,—It seems that the columns 
of the Methodist Protestant are scantily sup- 
plied with communications from North Caroli. 
na, at least that part of it in which I move, and 
in the absense of more important matter, sub- 
mit to your readers the following reflections, 
made during a two weeks’ tour, taken beyond 
the bounds of Roanoke Circuit. 

The Conference, after specifying the extent 
of this circuit, made it the duty of the preach- 
‘ers to visit a society on Albemarle Sound,twice 
each, during the year, which was last year, in 
the circuit, but owing to the distance and scarc- 
ity of labourers it was left out with the above 
regulation. I left Halifax on Wednesday the 
11th, and was in Plymouth on Friday; I remain- 
ed in that section of country four days, and tried 
‘to preach eight times; most of the congregations 
were respectable,ance on Sabbath very good; our 
meetings I hope were profitable. Both on Sab- 
bath and Monday the people appeared all inter- 
est and attention; the former day from ten to 
twenty persons presented themselves as seekers 
of the religion of the Redeemer; and although 
I cannot say with some of our brethren, that 
whole societies joined us, yet, there were some 
accessions during my stay among them. On 
Tuesday, after filling an appointment, I had to 
leave them, amid the pressing solicitations to 
stay and preach longer; and with a heavy heart 
proceeded to meet my other engagements. 
ever my feelings were enlisted fora people they 
were for thatto whom I had just to bid fare- 
well. They have but two ministerial brethren 
of our church; one of them, brother Swift, is in- 
firm, and cannot labour often, and the other, 
brother Tarkington, stands unaided and alone, 
except occasionally by brother S. I found 
and left the people in sume excitement about 
religion, and all alive to the interesting subject 
of Reform. They generally understand the 
principles for which we contend, and almost the 
whole community are in favor of our exertions; 
but, alas! we stand in need of faithful ministers, 
who can rightly divide the word of truth; men 
with wisdom in their heads, and grace in their 
hearts, to go forth and preach the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. When I look around me, my 
brother, and see the fields already white for the 
harvest: when I hear hundreds asking for the 
bread ef life, and none to step forward to supply 
their wants, my heart almost bleeds and sickens 
at the thought. | 

We have, as before observed, but one society 
)elow Plymouth, and although I may be too 
sanguine when I so express myself, yet I do be- 
lieve, that if we had a preacher to travel among 
and visit them, and remain from four to eight 
weeks at a tinie, that there would be secessions 
from the Methodist E. Church, that persons not 
of any order in greater numbers would join us, 
and that a three wecks circuit might be formed. 


If 


From Plymouth I proceeded up the country, 
and staid in, and preached at Greenville, to a 
good congregation: ftom there to Stantonsbury 
and Smithfield, and from thence to this place.— 
Within this time, I have been thrown into various 
companies, and find them all more or less ac- 
quainted with Methodist Protestant principles, 
and those who were not, I endeavored to in- 
form. The observations made during this tour 
lead me to the conclusion, that there are scores, 
if not hundreds, in North Carolina, who are be- 
coming more and more dissatisfied with the ar- 
istocratic features of the Methodist Episcopal 
government, and the farther their researches go, 
and the more information they gain, the heavier 
become their complaints against ‘‘divinely”’ as- 
sumed authority. 

While on this tour, a gentleman observed to 
me, “Sir, I read your papers, and your discip- 
line, and understand the points of difference be- 
tween you and the old church, and heartily ap- 
prove of the former,’’ but, says he, ‘‘where are 
your preachers? we seldom see or hear from 
them.”’ From all these circumstances, | hazard 
the opinion, that there is nothing wanting in 
North Carolina, (under God) but able, faithful 
heralds of the cross, to cause the standard of 
Methodist Protestantism to be more firmly 
planted on our soil, and its banner triumphantly 
to wave o’er our heads; and we call upon our 
brethren every where to pray, that while mem- 
bers are adding and our church is growing here, 
that among them may be found some who shall 
go forth to stand upon the walls of Zion, and 
proclaim to dying men and women, the gospel 
of Christ, and religious as well as civil liberty. 

I saw an idea some time since, perhaps of 
brother Gray, that much good might be done by 
a Missionary to travel at large among us. I ful- 
ly agree with him, and believe that if we had 
only one man whose duty it should be to go 
throughout the state and preach when, and 
where, he could obtain a congregation,that more 
good might accrue, and the cause of Christiani- 
ty and the interest of our church advanced,than 
on any other plan; and I do think on our four 
weeks’ circuits it would be better to have regular 
preaching but once a month, and let one of the 
preachers travel in the above way,than to preach 
once in two weeks as we now do. I leave here 
tomorrow to fall in with my regular appoint- 
ments again, and hope you will shortly receive 
more interesting information from us. 


Wituram H. WIitts. * 


DEVOTIONAL. 


THE WORD OF GOD, A FOUNTAIN OF COMFORT. 


“Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which 
thou hast caused me to hope.” — Ps. cxix. 49. 


Has God ever forgotten his word, that he 
needs to be reminded of it? or is it not that the 
desires, sincerity, faith, and patience of his peo- 
ple may be exercised? If he has ‘‘caused us to 
hope upon it,” still there are seasons when, 
“hope deferred maketh the heart sick.” ‘Ihere- 
fore let us wait at the throne of grace with the 
constant remembrance of the promises of a faith- 
ful God—‘*KRemember the word unto thy ser- 
vant.? Indeed the proper use to be made of 
the promises, is to farmsh “arguments, where- 
with to fill our mouths, when we order our cause 
before God.” And when they are pleaded with 
the earnestness and humility of faith, they will 
be found to be divine and biessed realities. Be- 
sides, there are seasons in your experience, 
Christian reader, in which doubtless some word 


of God has been made especially precious to 
your soul, as illustrated in the daily occurrences 
of Providence,or applied by the immediate pow- 
er of the Spirit. Such words are thus made 
your‘own, and it will prove of most essential 
benefit to lay them upin your heart against some 
future time of trial, when you may bring them 
before your God,and “put him in remembrance” 
of them. ‘The same principle and acting of 
faith may be exercised in regard to the invita- 
tions of the Gospel. Have they not been set 
befure you, sv that you have been ‘caused to 
hope”’ for an interest in them? Have you not 
often been arreste:| by such a word as this— 
“Him that cometh unto me, | will in nowise 
cast out?” Then do not question or neglect to 
exercise your right to plead itas a coming sin- 
ner—‘Lord, [ hope in this thy word—tI believe 
that it is of thine own Spirit that I do hope in it 
—‘'Thou hast caused me to hope” init. ‘“Re- 
member this word unto thy servant.” * Thusit 
is that prayer forms the promise of God into a 
prevailing argument,and sends it back to heaven 
in the exercise of faith, nothing doubting but that 
it will be verified in God’s best time and way." 
Again—If you have ever found power in 
God’s word against any besetting sin, will it not 
be au encouragement, when again beset bythe 
temptation, to look to the same source for help, 
in the assurance that he who hath delivered, 
doth deliver,and will even to the end “deliver?” 
He “hath done great things for you,”—And is 
not this an earnest of more? ‘Because thou 
hast been my help, therefore under the shadow 
of thy wings will | rejoice.’’ Faith is not trust- 
ing what the eye sees, but what the word prom- 
ises; and we may at any time receive a promise 
in humble dependence as the distinct message to 
our sou:s, when we are conscious of a readiness 
to receive the whole word as the rule of our life 
and conversation. Indeed this is the experience 
and comfort of the life of faith. This unfolds 
the true secret of living to God—ending at last 
with the — testimony of a Christian death- 
bed. ‘Behold, this day Lam going the way of 
all the earth: and ye know in all your hearts and 
in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed 
of all the good things which the Lord your God 
spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto 
you, and not one thing hath failed thereof,”t 
Bridges. 
*We may observe Jacob making Bs this 
use of the word of preares to great advantage, 
at a time of personalextremity. Gen. xxxii. 9, 
10, 12, with xxxi. 3, 13, xxvii, Was 
not this in fact pleading —‘‘Remember the word 
unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused 
me to hope” Compare also verse 38 of this Ps. 
tJosh. xxiii, 14. 


ETERNITY. 


Eternity is a depth which no geometry can 
measure, no arithmetic calculate,no imagination 
conceive, no rhetoric describe. The eye of a 
dying christian seems gifted to penetrate depths 
hid from the wisdom of philosophy. It looks 
athwart the dark valley without dismay, cheer- 
ed by the bright scene beyond it. It looks 
with a kind of chastened impatience to that 
land where happiness will be only holiness 
perfected. There all the promises of the gos- 
pel will be accomplished. There afflicted vir- 
tue will rejoice 4t its past trials, and acknow- 
ledge their subservience to its present bliss.— 
There the secret self denial of the righteous 
shall be recognized and rewarded; and all the 
hopes of the christian shall have their complete 
consummation. 
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For the Methodist Protestant. 
TO METHODIST PROTESTANTS. 
Brethren,—The following quotations from the ‘Address of the late 
General Conference,” merits your attention: ‘“‘We consider it as now 
placed beyond question, that our system of government is too highly 


- appreciated by ourselves, as well as too firmly supported by the hand 


of heaven, to be shaken by designing men.” ‘Taught by our experi- 
ence that our cause is good, and that it is divinely supported, let us not 
be wanting on our part; but with diligence, labor to secure to ourselves 
individually, the utmost possible benefit from these heaven-cherished 
institutions, and to extend those benefits to all with whom we have con- 
nection, by convincing them that their tendency is to improve the cha- 
racter and condition of such as are subject to their influence.” Again; 
“Seldom has any enterprise resulted in a more complete failure, than 
that in which, at the time alluded to above, a party, under the denomi- 
nation of Reformers, labored to change the economy of our church, or, 
failing of that purpose, to overturn the church itself.” ‘To me, it ap- 


pears, that slight attention to these quotations detects an amount of 


nonsense, selfishness, presumption, and falsehood, rarely equalled in a 
printed document. ‘It is now placed beyond question, that our system 
of government is too highly appreciated by ourselves,” &c. “now 

laced,” &c. And has it taken despotism forty-odd years to convince 
itself, that despotism loves itself? or is appreciated by itself too much 


we will kick, and may kiek with impunity, out of our way. Yes, we | 
are “taught by experience” that all this may be done in the United 
States, as such every man to his place make hay while the sun shines, 
that we may realize to ourselves the “utmost possible benefit” from 
‘these heaven-cherished institations.” And that the craft may be per- 
manent, we must “convince all with whom we have connexion” that 
their “tendency is to improve their characters and condition.” We 
must convince them, not that the gospel of Christ, itinerancy,. class- 
meetings, general rules, articles of religion, &c. which are common to 
‘‘Reformers” as well as ourselves, will improve their characters and 
conditions, but that “our institutions,” our legislative, judicial, and exe- 
cutive powers; in other words, by submitting to us as masters, by be- 
coming our religious vassels, their characters and conditions may be im- 
proved. To pick-pockets and scolds, drones, idiots and beggars, to 
the abominable and profane, such masters would be profitable. But 
how gentlemen and ladies, how persons of respectability, how enlight- 
ened Christians are to profit in character and condition, by subjection to 
the institutions of such itinerant Lords, Solomon himself, I presume, 
could not augur. Are they so wise, good, and affluent, that free Chris- 
tian Americans are sainted by submission to their institutions? What 


selfishness and presumption. But worst of all, falsehood must be added 
to the list of these abominations. 


The “enterprise or failure” of a “party, denominated Reformers,” 


to be shaken by designing men? Surely this hobgoblin squinted itself] who labored “to change the economy vf our church, or failing of that 
a long time, e’er it could bear its own features. But now, after forty-| purpose, to overturn the church itself.” Economy here is the same as 


odd years’ self-dalliance in America, this old, ghostly, Babylonian jade; 
this “‘mother of harlots, and abominations of the earth,” gallanted by 


“our institutions” elsewhere. That Reformers have labored to change 
this economy from a religious despotism to religious freedom, is true;. 


an American priesthood, walks abroad in free America, singing as she and the only truth in this quotation. The economy, called elsewhere 


goes, “divine right,” “divine right,”—and proclaiming to her votaries, 


“our institutions,” is the only important point at which Reformers aim, 


I am too firmly supported by the hand of heaven, “to be shaken by and this despotic monster they have harpooned so deeply, that its bel- 
designing men.” Brethren, is this high claim sheer nonsense, or is she lowing and flouncing are heard and felt through the whole extent of 
already drunk with the “wine of the fierceness of God’s wrath?” Can Methodism. Already flight and deep concealment are its resort. And 
you behold her without “wondering with great admiration” at this although Reform, like a little boat, may seem to sport in danger on the 
Eastern Plague, “drunken with the blood of the Saints, and with the billows, yet firmly confiding in the God of righteousness and truth, it 
blood of the Martyrs of Jesus?” Priestly supremacy is the moral] will ride In stately majesty on the stream of ume, when the monster 
cholera of the United States; and should its contagion spread sufficient- itself shall putrefy along the worlds’ highway. “Truth is mighty and 
ly, it will give mortal spasms to this Commonwealth. After all her will prevail.” But failing to change the “economy,” Reformers labored 
silly gasconading, are there not “seven thousand” Protestant Metho-| ‘to overturn the church itself.” ‘The Methodist church is the collect- 


dists, at least, who refuse to bow the knee to this clerical despotic|!¥¢ body 


of Christian people called Methodist. “To overturn a 


Baal? And what man or woman among you, does not glory in the re- church” is to subvert its Christian faith and union. The Address says, 
proach intended by the characteristic, “designing men?” And are you Reformers have endeavored to do this. This is an affirmative of the 
designing men? The exceptionable “spirits” designated in the ‘Ad-| general conference, which it is bound in honor and truth to sustain by 
dress:’ are you the men whose keen weapons of ‘Truth make this mon- evidence, and until it shall do this, | hereby proclaim it to the world, to 


ster bleed at a thousand pores, while it boasts? Are you the men whose 
names the future history of your church and country shall record as 
the fearless champions of religious freedom? Would the humblest, 


all Christians, and to posterity, an official fulsehood of that body, calcu- 
lated to slander Protestant Methodism: a falsehood in its present shape, 
which no one is bound to refute; the very attempt would be to prove a 


most obscure individual among you, exchange your laurels for the mere-| negative. But if substituting the “institutions” of men as a bond of 
tricious mitre of this despotic monster? What veteran of ’seventy-six|¥0on, instead of gospel faith, and Christian love;—if arbitrary expul- 


did not glor? in the appellation, rebel, when uttered by the pageants 
of acivil tyrant? And do you blush at the reproaches of ecclesiastical 


sions of Christians, and Christian ministers from visible fellowship with 
those with whom they are one in Christ;—if the persecution of Chris- 


despotism? The wrongs it inflicts upon you, and the reproaches of tian people, merely because they refuse to submit to the arbitrary ‘in- 


that Address, are wreaths of imperishable honor. 


stitutions” of men;—if these abominations, practised by members of 


But let us labour “with diligence to secure to ourselves, individually, the General Conference, constitute an attempt to overturn the church of 
ihe utmost possible benefit from these heaven-cherished institutions.” Chr ist, called Methodist, then indeed is that general conference attaint- 
These are elsewhere in the Address, called “our institutions.” That ed with this treason against Heaven. 


is, our own general conference work, not the articles of religion, gen- 


But this enterprise is a “complete failure.” The idea intended to 


eral rules of Wesley, itinerancy, class-meetings, &c —these are com-| be conveyed here, is, that reform has ended in a complete abortion;— 
mon to reformers as well as ourselves; but ‘our institutions,” that is, | that it 1s a failure. Let any competent impartial authority examine our 
our established laws, by which we clothe ourselves with supreme legis- | Constitution and discipline alone, and compare them with the Methodist 


lative, judicial, and executive power. 


Let us “secure to ourselves| Episcopal Discipline; (for they have no constitution,) let it contrast the 


the utmost possible benefit” from these high powers; let us get all the |/ight, love, and liberty of the former, with the darkness, distrust, and 
horor and money we can by begging, and taxing, as far as the civil laws | despotism of the latter; let it remember, that the former was the work 
wiil allow, establishing book-rvoms, printing offices, selling books, &c.| Of a representative convention, called from ten or twelve states, con- 


and accounting to no one but ourselves:—in right plain, unblushing 


, | Sisting of say one hundred men, performed in a few weeks with perhaps 


English, let us get all we can, keep all we can, account to no one, and | Unparalleled harmony; and that the latter is the result of forty-odd years 
make this despotic establishment yield oursELVEs the “utmost possible hammering by irresponsible, self-constituted, law makers; | say, if any 
benefit.” And should any question these arbitrary, money-making, |COmpetent, impartial authority do this, and must it not determine that 
self-instituted, ‘“heaven-cherished institutions,” let us kick him and| Protestant Methodism in this work alone has done more for Christiani- 
cuff ‘him from society, as a backslider, hypocrite, &c. All this we will|ty, Our country, and posterity, in a few weeks, than the “heaven- 
do, because we are “taught by experience in these matters.” ‘Taught cherished institutions” and their advocates have in almost half a cen- 
what? Why that we can flatter some, bribe others, terrify, and coax;|tury? Let this same authority extend its views to the intelligence, 


and those who will be neither terrified, bribed, flattered, nor coaxed 


,{moral worth, influence, conversions, and extension of Protestant Meth- 
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odism, and compare it with any other church 
in the same time, and what sentence will 
it pronounce upon the declaration respect- 
ing “complete failure?” Unblushing falsehood! 
If because that unhallowed power still sits upon 
iis ghostly throne, and wields its leaden sceptre 
over prostrate thousands, it presumes to say we 
have failed; then for the same reason Chris- 
tianity has failed, and Protestantism has failed, 


for Paganism and Papacy still occupy their) 


thrones after an attack of so many ages. 

Thus, beloved Brethren, this pompous Pas- 
toral Address proves to be a mere ebulition of 
priestly pride, wounded and alarmed, unsub- 
stantiated by truth, and in many particulars, 
evidently based on falsehood. The Address 
affords us abundant ground for humiliation, re- 
gret, and gratitude. Humiliation, that Meth- 
odism should cower so low in clerical eo 
tism, in a country so free as ours; regret, that 
doctrines so pure should be connected with a 
social system so base, and that any of us should 
have ever contributed to its support or growth; 
gratitude, that we are happily relieved from its 
gloomy reign, happily secured from its destroy- 
ing vengeance, and happily empowered to 
rescue Methodism from disgrace. Let us evince 
our gratitude to Heaven for the favors we en- 
joy, by an increase of union and practical 
energy among ourselves, by an augmented love 
and benevolence for all men, and especially for 
our brethren, who, although they know we are 
right, have not courage to espouse our cause 
What have we now to regret in this matter, 
except the blindness or bigotry, or both, of 
those whom we love? We have talents and 
official worth among us to no ordinary extent; 
let us systematize to bring them into effective 
operation. Our system is so excellent, and cnr 
object so noble, that glory or infamy must be 
our portion. If we sustain both by effective 
efforts, honor, if not, disgrace must be our doom. 
On, Brethren! on, our cause is glorious! 

One or THE PEOPLE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A QUERY. 


Mr. Editor,—Who is William Winans? the 
Cliirman of the late General Conference Com- 
mittee on,the Pastoral Address—and to whose 
head and pen the General Conference are said 
to be indebted for the falseaoods, misrepresen- 
tations, and gross libels against Reformers, or 
Methodist Protestants. 1 presume he is very 
generally unknown to the public, either as a 
scholar or a divine; and as to any just preten- 
sions to his being a.meek Christian, taking the 
Pastoral Address as a specimen, there is much 
room to doubt. Is it a certain individual who 
some years since published a pamphlet about 
“the History of the Devil!” Verily, if this be 
the said Winans, we are rather surprized that 
he should have been selected as chairman of 
such a cummittee. 

If this be the said person, we .think the 
character of the General chofle- 


bly implicated in their chofe. If this com- 
paratively obscure individual‘be the author, we 
wonder at his effrontery to attempt to traduce 
the character of men of just celebrity—of po- 
lished learning and deep piety, and who are 
known to the public as gentlemen, in the pro- 
per sense of that term. I wonder, sir, that he 
had not more sense than to dare to impugn the 


nce considera-| 


vited to attend. 


motives and to misrepresent the character and 
claims of such men. : 

It is fairly presumable that he did not know 
personally one of the five hundred of the men 
whose fair fame he has attempted to tarnish— 
nay, to destroy. But perhaps I may be mis- 
taken in the person. Will some of your read- 


ers give the information solicited by 
BaRNABAS? 


BALTIMORE: 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 1832. 


IN PRESS, 
And will be published by the Book Agent, in 
pamphlet form, the Review of the Pastoral Ad- 
dress by the Baltimore Committee, as published 
in the last number of this paper; also, the reply 
to the Address by ‘One of the People;”’ to 
which will be added a reply by “Stephen.”’ 
When it is recollected, that perhaps 30,000 
copies of the slanderous Pastoral Address have 
been thrown before the public, through the me- 
dium of the Christian Advocate and Journal, 
every friend to the principles of the Methodist 
Protestant Church must feel the propriety of 
giving the widest possible circulation to the 
reviews and answers to the Address. The 
Book Agent will therefore expect to receive 
orders from every place where we have friends 
and members. The reviews and replies will be 
furnished at the very low price of $1 per hun- 
dred. A few dollars disposed of in each neigh- 
borhood, for this object, will do much for the 
common cause of truth; whilst the injury in- 
tended against us as a people, by the General 
Conference, will be made to recoil, with signal 
effect, on the framers and adopters of the Pas- 
toral Address. 


CAMP MEETINGS. 

A camp-meeting will, by Divine permission, 
be held on the land of Mr. Christopher Johnson, 
in the county of Bedford, eleven miles west of 
Lynchburg, and two east of the old tabernacle, 
to commence on the Llth of September, under 
the superintendence of ‘ministers and. members 
of the Methodist Protestant Church. ‘The Pre- 
sident, missionaries, and as many of the breth- 
ren of the ministry as can, with ministers and 
members of other denominations, are affection- 
ately solicited to attend. J.G. Wurrrrevp. 


By Divine permission, we shall hold a camp- 
meeting at Bradford’s meeting-house, situated 
in Halifax county, N. C. 13 miles south west 
from Halifax town; 14 miles west of Enfield, 
commencing on Friday, 12th October next, 
which our brethren and friends are generally in- 
Joun F. Sreicur. 
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A camp meeting will commence near New 
Market on Thursday, 30th Aug. about 30 miles 
from Baltimore, on the York turnpike road. | 

G. D. Hamiton. 


The first camp-meeting for this District will 
be held in Hemmingsford, on the ground of Mr. 
John Hubbard, to commence Aug. 23d, 1832. 

The second, will be held in Chazy, on the 
ground of brother Curtis, to commence Septem- 
ber 6th. Persons crossing the lake are desired 
to land at Montes bay, Cannon’s wharf, where 
wagons will be in attendance to convey them to 
the encampment. The attendance of the min- 
isters and preachers of the district, and of our 
brethren of Vermont District, is respectfully re- 


quested. H. Ketty. 
Chazy, August 2, 1832. 


We rejoice to find that the Cholera, that de- 
solating scourge, is reported to be on the de- 
cline in many places, particularly in the cities 
of New York and Philadelphia. Will the peo- 
ple every where learn and practice righteous- 
ness? If not, may we not expect still heavier 
strokes of the judicial rod of the Divine Majesty. 


We are informed that the work of Divine 
Grace still continues to progress in Alexandria, 
D.C. We hope to have further information on 
this interesting subject from the superintendent. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A PLEA FOR THE METHODIST P. CHURCH. 


(NO. 11.) 


A people conscious of upright intentions, who 
are fully persuaded their sentiments are honor- 
able to the Deity, and calculated to be benefi- 
cial to their fellow men, will feel a natural and 
commendable desire, to have their principles 
brought fully and fairly before the public atten- 
tion. A want of zeal and effort to accomplish 
this object, can only result from a culpable in- 
difference to the Divine glory, and to the best in- 
terests of mankind, if a doubt remain con 
cerning the correctness and importance of our 
system, it should be fairly scrutinized, till the 
doubt be removed; if the principles be found er- 
roneous, let them be abandoned; but if the in- 
quiry result in an honest conyiction, that they 
are not only true, but of great value to society, 
nv honorable minded man will blame us for en- 
deavoring, with persevering efforts, to obtain an 
attentive and candid hearing, | 

Variuus causes have combined, we think, to 
conceal our views and objects from the public 
mind, and to facilitate the spirit of hostility, in 
its design to exhibit our system in the distorted 
forms of misrepresentation and caricature; and 
we appear to be called upon by the sacred claims 
of truth and justice, to use all laudable and 
christian measures, to remove the vail cast over | 
us by «design or misapprehension, and to give 
our fellow citizens and fellow christians an op- 
portunity to judge fairly of our sentiments, and 
claims to the public patronage. We certainly 
can tell our own story—can explain what are — 
indeed our principles—better than interested 
and prejudiced opponents can do it for us; and” 
for our christian brethren of other denomina- 
tions, or our intelligent fellow citizens, to re- 
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fuse us a hearing, or to be prevailed on to con- 


and to posterity. 


been far more effectual than the former; for if 
the people can be persuaded we are engaged in 


ed away from us and from all our communica- 
tions; and our opponents are wise enough to 
know full well, that they gain a hundred fold 


more, by that policy which diverts the public at- 
tention from our arguments, than by any at- 


tempts at refutation. 


timent through our country, that ecclesiastical 


matters are not of sufficient moment to require 
a general or attentive scrutiny: the first is, the 
little notice taken of church government in our 
All denominations are alike 
tolerated and protected; and none are allowed 
to interfere with the affairs of civil legislation: 
hence the inference insensibly steals upon us; 
that as church government is not permitted to 
have any direct action upon our political insti- 
tutions, it can have little or no effect, of good or 
ill, upon our national security, or social enjoy- 
ments. ‘The second is, the practice too com- 
mon among christians, of separating from their 
brethren, into distinct parties, for causes which 
are indeed of trifling import. From this the 
hasty conclusion is drawn, that all church con- 
troversies are alike insignificant, and that no 
mode of ecclesiastical government deserves any 
thing like a deliberate investigation. Hence the 
difficulty of obtaining a fair hearing from the 


civil constitution. 


community, and hence the danger that this in- 


considerate supineness should, sooner or later, 


afford pe men the opportunity they want, 


to mature an 


civil liberty. 


Could we secure a patient hearing from our 
brethren, we should as fully expect to convince 


them our principles are important, as that they 


are true; and unless we succeed in this, we en- 
tirely yield the conclusion, that it is perfectly 
reasonable for them to turn away their attention 
from us: for the faculties of intelligent crea- 


tures ought to be devoted to weighty subjects, 


and not to empty and uninteresting trifles, no 
be. The design of 
the present address is to give a plain account of 
our sentiments, and to offer some reasons why 
we deem them true, and also of great impor- 


matter how true they may 


tance to the permanent welfare of society. 


First, then, be it known that we are Metho- 
dists; and our opponents know (if they would 


2 oe many of us from our youth were 
exceedingly zealous for the traditions of the 


fathers, as they all are this day. We had no 


testify 


design whatever, to become a separate people, 


_ or to disobey the ecclesiastical authorities of the 
church. We had no different views from our 
brethren, concerning the doctrines of the gos- 
pel, or the necessity of a zealous and extensive 
communication of them to mankind. We cor- 
dially approved the rules of holy living contain- 


ed in the Methodist discipline,and were delight- 


demn us upon the ex parte testimony of interest- 
ed and designing antagonists, we think would 
be unjust to their Maker, to us, to themselves, 


Opponents have sometimes made a direct at- 
tack upon our system, as being untruein prin- 
ciple, and pernicious in its tendency; but they 
have more commonly relied upon their ingenui- 
ty to make the impression, that it is visionary and 
unimportant. This latter plan of opposition has 


a trifling enterprise, theirattention will be turn- 


Two causes have combined, to diffuse the sen- 


carry into execution, schemes 
which may eventuate in the destruction of our 


~ ed with the clear proofs of living piety, through 
the ministry and membership of the church.— 
We had no suspicions that the Methodists, as a 
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body, were a fallen people. We then believed, 
gi now believe, that thousands of them, 
and scores of thousands, are on the way to a 
happy immortality. 


What was it, then, that gave rise to the course 
which Methodist Reformers have taken? It was 
exactly this: we become convinced, that though 
most of the practical provisions of the discip- 
line were excellent, yet certain controlling prin- 
ciples lay at the foundation of the government, 
which in their natural, though gradual tenden- 
tion, and endanger both the religious and civil 
liberties of mankind. 


Upon mentioning these apprehensions, and 


parts of our church 


tions. and restless spirits, who were unwillin 
be subject to any wholesome restraints of 


the public attention from any thing we might 
say, as being nothing more than the empty chim- 


We were reminded that the preachers are good 
and holy men; and we were called upon to show, 
if we could, any acts of oppression, or any 
schemes of the ministry, to destroy the civil and 
religious liberties uf the world. This was anoth- 
er stroke of policy to turn away the public at- 
tention from the subject. We did not commeace 


bad men, or as generally 
people; but with an examination of certain church 


results in future. ‘This was precisely the atti- 


in a course of fair argumentation. 


proof than the plan of our periodical in Balti. 
more, which gave an equal right to both parties, 
to publish their sentiments in the same paper. 


As we did not intend to separate from the 
church, so it was equally foreign from our pur- 
pose to violate any of its existing laws. 


ference, and that the ministry, upon a like con- 
viction, might make the needful alterations, 


We communicated our views to each other,both 


In consequence of the force of opposition,those 
in favor of a reform in the government had oc- 
casional meetings,and alter a while formed them- 


formed ina spirit of rebellion, nor did they vio- 
late a single rule of our discipline. 


forfeit the confidence of our brethren in the 
church, and it was not just for them to condemn 


or for the publication of our sentiments; because 


word of God; it was sanctioned and protected 
by the civil government of the country, and did 
not infringe a particle of the discipline under 
| which we were united in church fellowship. 


cy, would eventuate in ecclesiastical corrup- 


suggesting the necessity of modifying certain 
government, great efforts 
were made to impress on the mind of the com- 
munity, that we were men of visionary _—* 
to 
dis- 
cipline. ‘This policy was intended to turn away 


eras of a few disaffected and visionary men.— 


with any charge against the ministry, as being 
tyrannizing over the 


principles, in their relation to the rights of so- 
ciety, and in their tendency to produce injurious 


tude we assumed; and we had just reason to ex- 
pect our brethren would meet us on this ground, 


That this was our expectation, needs no other 


Our 
single design was to convince the membership 
and the minisiry that certain alterations in the 
government were highly necessary for the wel- 
tare of the present, but more especially of future 
generations; in order that the people, upon be- 
ing convinced, might petition the General Con- 


Nor did we violate any law of the church.— 


by speech and by the press; but no rule of dis- 
cipline prohibited either the one or the other.— 


selves into Union Societies; but these were not 


There was nothing in those measures to 


us either for the formation of Union Societies, 


there was nothing immoral or unchristian in this 
conduct; it was not prohibited in any part of the 


Qur object was to introduce two great princi- 
ples into the government: first, to have the en- 
tire ministry and membership recognized as the 
church. Secondly, to have all executive offi- 
cers limited in their powers, and responsible for 
their administration. We believed, and we still 
believe, that for a few itinerant ministers to 
have all legislative, executive and judiciary pow- 
ers combined exclusively in their hands, was to 
all intents and purposes to constitute them alone 
the church: fur all official and social action was 
in them, and the membership did not constitute 
any part of the church, but were an order of 
mere servants, under the control ef the churck’s 
power. We regretted this state ef things, not 
so much from any present abuse ef power, as 
from the anti-christian quality of the principle, 
and its popish tendency upon future generations. 
In regard to bishops and presiding elders, we 
were willing those offices should be perpetuated, 
provided the officers were properly limited in 
their powers, and niade duly responsible te the 
community. We thought nothing short of a 
representation from the membership in the Gen- 
eral Conferences, to balance the clerical power 
of the ministry, would bring about those ove. 
ble modifications. Hence the publications in 
our journal, and the operations of our Union 
Societies, were constantly aiming at this point. 


Still, we were all willing to submit to the 
voice of the majority. We only claimed the 
privilege to think, and to communicate our 
thoughts to others, in every lawful way; and if 
the majority of the General Cenference should 
refuse to modify the government, we intended, 
nevertheless, to submit, and to continue mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church to the 
end of our lives. 

In this posture of affairs, the hand of violence 
was lifted up, to expel our friends from the 
church, without the sanetion of any law in being, 
human or divine. This was done in Tennessee 
and North Carolina, and alterwards in other 
places. These facts have been proved, and if 
necessary can be proved aguin, by documents 
which will not be denied by our opponents them- 
selves. : 

According to the nature of things, and ac- 
cording to justice also, our remonstrances after 
this became more energetic,and contained some 
expressions of considerable severity. Upon per- 
ceiving this, our Opponents laid a deliberate plan 
in Baltimore, to silence our periodical, by ex- 
pelling its editors and other principal supporters 
in a body, upon a charge of evil speaking, and 
especially speaking evil of ministers. They car- 
ried their purpose through with a species of per- 
severence, strongly marked with the ecclesias- 
tical energy of former ages. We patiently wait- 
ed the result of our appeals to the Annual and 
General Conferences; and had to witness, with 
astonishment,an absolute resolution, in defiance 
of every plea, and of every argument, to put 
the broad seal of those clericai bodies upon the 
doings of Baltimore. The sentence of the in- 
ferior tribunals was confirmed; and the door was 
closed against all equitable accommodation. 


We now had no alternative, but to do one of 
two things: either, to abandon our injured breth- 
ren, and leave them to wander in the wilderness 
alone, or to ‘‘expatriate”’ ourselves, and accom- 
pany them in their state of affliction and ban- 
ishment. We adopted the latter, as the only 
honorable and christian course. This was pre- 
cisely the cause why a new Methodist church 
was organized; and any other representations of 
the matter, proceed either from an entire ignor- 
ance of facts, or from a guileful policy, utterly 
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They obtain mercy of us, because they did it 


a sacredness in church authority, that it is fear- 


a sacrilege almost endangering the salvation of 


lowers. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


beneath the dignity of the Christian character. 
We fully intended to live and die in the com- 
munion of the Methodist Episcopal Church; and 
nothing altered our resolution but a full convic- 
tion that there was, on her part, an official de- 
parture from moral integrity, and christian obli- 
gation. We still believe thousands of them 
stand among the must amiable christians in ex- 
astence. But it is our deliberate, and honest 
sentiment,that the Methodist Episcopal Church 
has committed an official crime, for which she 
‘yet stands seriously responsible to heaven. As 
we did not intend, so we do not now wish, to 
have two Methodist churches. We intended to 
submit to the existing government to the end of 
our lives, provided only that we could have had 
secured to us the privilege to publish our senti- 
ments, with a view to guard the community 
against the secret accumulation of popish pow- 
er, and to prepare the way for the permanent ad- 
vancement of Christian liberty to future ages.— 

This privilege the discipline of the Methodist 
E. Church did not deny to us; but a lawless ad- 
ministration made a determined effort to wrest it 
out of our hands, and the highest judicatories 
of the church refused to protect us from its vio- 
lence. These statements, founded as they are 
on facts, we will sustain; and they constitute 
our greatest complaint against the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

- But if the M. E Chutch has committed such 
a high official offence, how, it may be asked,can 
there be thousands of such amiable christians’ 
in her communion? The answer is easy: thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of them have nev- 
er entered into the policy of the administration. 
They joined the Methodists to obtain all the 
help they could in working out their salvation; 
and their attention has been confined to the or- 
dinances of the gospe!, and the rules of holy 
living, without knowing any thing of that in- 
visible arm of secret energy, which so inge- 
niously governs them. Some, too, who took an 
active part in the administration, are good men. 


ignorantly, and not in any corruption of princi- 
ple. They have been taught to believe there is 


fully hazardous to touch: that providence has 
sanctioned every thing in Methodism; and that 
to doubt any part of it, or not to sustain the 
whole course of the church’s, official action, is 


aman’s soul. ‘This keeps thousands in the 
ranks of Episcopal Methodism, who otherwise 
would not be kept. By insensible degrees it 
perverts the moral faculty; and to see the ulti- 
mate result of its operation, we need only look 
into the crowded ranks of that church which to 
this day can boast, not of her thousands only, 
but of her multiplied millions of devoted fol- 
A. SHINN. 

MISCELLANY, 


SURPRISE IN DEATH. 


If we have not walked closely with God in 
this world, we may well be afraid to appear be- 
fore him inthe next. If we have not maintain- 
el a constant converse with Jesus our Saviour, 
by holy exercises of faith and hope, it is no 
wonder if we are not so ready with cheerfulness 
and joy, to resign our departing spirits into his 
a It is possible we may have a right to the 
inheritance of heaven, having had some sight of 
it by faith as revealed in the Gospel; having in 


we have so often wandered out of the way, that 
in this awful and solemn hour, we shall be in 
doubt whether we shall be received at the gates, 
and enter into the city. 

Such unwatchful Christians have not kept the 
eternal glories of heaven in their constant and 
active pursuit; they have not lived upon them as 
their portion and inheritance: they have been too 
much strangers to the invisible world of happi- 
ness, and they know not how to venture through 
death into it. ‘They have built indeed upon the 
solid foundation, Christ Jesus and the Gospel, 
but they have mingled so much hay and stubble 
with the superstructure, that when they depart 
hence, or when they appear before Christ in 
judgment, they shall suffer great loss by the burn- 
ing of their works, yet themselves may be saved 
so as by fire. They may pass as it were by the 
flame of hell,and have something like the scorch- 
ing terrors of it in death, though the abounding 
and forgiving grace of the Gospel may convey 
them safe to heaven: they escape as a man that 
is awakened with the sudden alarms of fire,who 
suffers the loss of his substance. and a great part 
of the fruit of bis labors, and just saves his own 
life. They plunge into eternity, and make a 
sort of terrible escape from hell. 

2. “They can never expect any peculiar fa- 
vors from heaven at the hour of death, no spe- 
cial visitations of the comforting Spirit,nor that 
the love of God, and the joy of his presence, 
should attend them through the dark valley.” 
[t is not to such unwatchlul or sleepy Christians, 
that God is wont to vouchsale his choicest con- 
solations. They fall under terrible fears about 
the pardon of their sins, when they stand in 
most need of the sight of their pardon; and 
Christ as the ruler of the Church,seedsit fit they 
should be thus punished for their neggence.— 
They Jay hold of the promises of mercy with a 
trembling hand, and cawnot claim them by a 
vigorous faith, because they have not been wont 
to live upon them, nor do they see thuse holy 
characters in their own hearts and lives, which 
confirm their title to them, ‘They have no bright 
views of the celestial world,and earnests of their 
salvation; for itis only for watchful souls, that 
these cordials are prepared in the fainting hour: 
itis only to the watchful Christian, that «hese 
foretastes of glory are given. The fruit of 
righteousness is peace, and the effect of right- 
eousness is quielness and assurance for ever.— 
isa. xxxii. 17. Blessed is he that watcheth, and 
keepeth his gurments clean, that he may enter 
with triumph into that city, where nothing shall 
enter that defileth. 

3. “Slumbering and slothful Christians are 
often times Jeft to wrestle with sore temptations 
of Satan, and have dreadful conflicts in the day 
of death: and the reason is evident, because 
they have not watched against their adversary, 
and obtained but few victories over him in their 
life. ‘These temptations are keen and piercing 
thorns, that enter deep into the heart of a dying 
creature. ‘The devil may be let loose upon them 
with great wrath, knowing that his time is but 
short; and yet there is great justice in the con- 
duct of the God in heaven, in giving them up to 
be buffeted by the powers of hell. What fright- 
fulagonies are raised in the conscience by the 
tempter and the accuser of souls, on a sick or 
dying bed, can hardly be described by the living, 
and are known only to those who have felt them 
in death. 

4. Such drowsy Christians make dismal work 
for new and terrible repentance on a death-bed; 
for, though they have sincerely repented in times 


the main chosen it for our portion, and set our 
feet in the path of holiness that leads to it; but 


past of their former sins, yet, having too much 
vmitted the self-mortifying duties, have given 


too much indulgence to temptation and folly, 
and having not maintained this habitual peni- 
tence for their daily offences in constant exer- 
cise, their spirits are now filled with fresh con- 
victions, and bitter remorse of heart. The guilt 
of their careless and slothful conduct finds them 
out new, and besets them around, and they feel 
most acute sorrows, and Wounding reflections 
of conscience, while they have need of most 
comfort, 

5. *'The unwatchful Christian, at the hour of 
death, has the pain and anguish of reflecting, 
that he has omitted many duties to God and man, 
and these can never be performed now;” that he 
has done scarce any services for Christ in the 
world, and those must be left for ever undone: 
there is no further work or device, no labors of 
zeal, no activity for God in the grave, whither 
we are hastening. Eccl. ix. 10. ‘Alas! I have 
‘brought forth but little fruit to God, and it is 
‘well if I be not cast away as an unprofitable 
‘servant. My talents have lain bound up in 
‘rust, or been but poorly employed, whilst I have 
‘lain slumbering and inactive: the records of my 
‘life in the court of heaven, will show but very 
‘little service for God among men: | have raised 
‘few monuments of praise to my Redeemer,and 
‘I can never raise them now. I shall have but 
‘few testimonies for my love and zeal, to appear 
‘in the great day of account, when the martyrs, 
‘and the confessors, and the lively Christians, 
‘shall be surrounded with the “om ensigns of 
‘their victories over sin and the world,and their | 
‘olorivus services for their Redeemer. Wretch 
‘that I am! that I have loved my Lord at so cold 
‘a rate, and lain slumbering on a bed of ease 
‘whilst I should have been fighting the battles of 
‘the Lord, and gaining daily honors for my Sa- 
‘viour!? 

6. As such sort of Christians give but little 
elory to God in life, so they do him no honor in 
death; they are no ornaments to religion while 
they continue here, and leave perhaps but little 
comfort with their friends when they go hence: 
doubtings and jealousies about their eternal wel- 
fare, mingle with our tears and sorrows fur a 
dying friend; those anxious fears about the de- 
parted spirt sweli the tide of our grief high, and 
double the inward anguish. I'hey are gone, alas! 
from our world, but we know not whither they 
are gone, to heaven or to hell. A sad farewell to 
those whom we love! A dismal parting stroke, 
and along heart-ache— Watts’ World to Come. 


OBITUARY. 


For the Methodist Prutestant. 
MR. SAMUEL M. CLOAK. 


Brother Cloak departed this life on the 10th 
July, ayed 64 years. 

For many years Brother Cloak was an exem- 
plary member of the Methodist EE. Church. 
Sometime before his death, he requested to have 
his name among the Methodist Protestants, and 
though unable to attend public worship, or leave 
his room, in which affliction had confined him 
for seven years, hig name was recorded among 
us. Brother C. was a subject of great affliction; 
but patiently resigned to Divine providence 
with Christian-like fortitude, he endured hard- 
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. He has 
left a companion, with many friends and ac- 
quaintances to mourn his irreparable loss. Hav- 
ing closed his eyes on all terrestial things, we 
have no doubt he now lives no more to die. The 
church has lost a friend, but our loss is his galo. 
May we die the death of the righetous, and our 


| 


last end be like his. Joun SmITH. 
Philadelphia, Aug. 1832. 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


| BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. by the pastors and the people—and also how, in process 
: — |of time, the scene changed, the pastors were seen af- 
OHIO CONFERENCE. fecting an air of pre-eminence, and trampled on the 


The Members and Delegates of the Ohio Annual rights and privileges of the whole community, assum- 
Conference, are respectfully informed, that Books have ing to themselves supreme authority, both in civil and 


religious matters, and that this invasion of the right 
been forwarded to the seat-of the Conference by the | of the people wen to. cach height, that 


Agent. gle man administered, or pretended a right to adminis- 
The Son of the Book Agent is expected to be in at- | ters the affairs of the whole church with an unlimited 


” 
tendance, to receive and execute their orders; and to sway,” &e. &e. 


i Surely every lover of religious and civil liberty wh 
os le ; __ | receive such remittances as may be made for this paper | .an spare five dollars, am to have a copy of this 


ORIGIN AL POETRY. | by subscribers—to whom we should feel obliged, by | work. The work will be forwarded to order to those 
' re ___ | availing themselves of this opportunity to forward their | who obtain subscribers,and they will forward the amount 
respective dues. of their subscription lists as early as possible thereafter. 
THE MANIAC’S SONG TO THE NIGHT. Ms | 
Thou gloomy Spirit of the Raven wing In conformity with the notice in our last, we take the} The Itinerant Ministers and Preachers of the Methodist 
Thy sway I own o’er this distracted breast; liberty of returning our sincere thanks to the following | Protestant Church, generally, are authorized Agents for 
Oh night! what soft‘ning influence dost thou bring, th this Paper and the sale of Books published under the ar- 
E ing! fri i d! 
Finds bliss to be alone, and blend with thee; be mentioned hereafter:— 
Oh then, what floods of feeling do the heart o’erflow! W.L. Chappell, James Hunter & Son, George Thom- MARYLAND. KENTUCKY. 
Unbidden, boundless, uncontrolled and free. as, A. G. Brewer, W. S. Stockton, G. O. F. Andrews, Som Caan Peed wscaee, wood. |Bowling Green, James D. Hines. 
Spirit mysterious! whether wrapt in gloom, Miller, Jesse Holman, Charles Kennon, Miles Barney, 
Or softly smiling in the pale moon-beam; King, Reddick Horne, Exum Lewis, C. H. Hines, J. | Westminster, Frederick county, |i oun p OLINA. 
h ‘Il the Hines, R. Blount, Geo. Brower, Josiah Varden, Corne- _ Jacob Reeee. Hill vonpect, Lewis, 
ome as thou wilt, my heart will give thee room; | ? Fredericktown, John Gephart sborough, R. L. Cook. 
Thy silent wonders work like some strange dream. lius Springer, James Meek, E. Dromgoole, Jr., W. J-| Brookville, Rev. Tho. Mormick | arrington, Warren co. 
But best I love thee, with thy moon and stars Holcombe, Wm. Morgan, E. D. Tarner, B. Burgess, R. | Denton, Caro. co. James Sangston. Rev. R. Davidson. 
“ y k Ha. K Wm.C Greensboro. Guilford co. 
Bathing the fields in floods of silverlight; Davidson, Payton Bibb, Jacob Sexton, R. W. Rev. John Coe. 
Then from mine eye the tender tear-drop falls, Wynne, David Goodner, Thomas Jacobs, J. A. Russell, | Centreville, Rev. P. B. Hopper. Plymouth, Washington co. 
And pensive melancholy wings my soul for flight. J. B. Goodenough, J. J. Burroughs, Livingston Walker, | Sam’s Creek, _D. W. Nail. Joseph S. Norman. 


Chandler Walker, John S. Westwood, Arthur Smith, | Walkersville, Daniel Ourland. Raleigh 2 Grant. 


Dancy’s Store, Rev. Thos. 
E. H. Couoke, Lewis Houser, J. J. Borden, Thomas Makinson. Benjamin 


Gardiner, Wm. Thompston, D. C. Vaughan, John Coe, | Chuckatuck, John D. Day wer omy a€ 

J. D. Bibb, F. McCormick, J. Indling, J. i Buckingham, C.H. ‘ollman. CAROLINA. 

While through the heart prowlessome untimely blight. J. Georgetown, Rev. A. Peurifoy. 

I gaze on thee as on some kind old friend, WV. Johnson, H. B. Bradf “d. A. H, Otis, David . id, | Abingdon, Thomas Spragen. Camden, Rev. John A. Russell. 
By nightly converse quite familiar grown, ° » B. Bradiord, A. Vayid Uurand, | Norfolk, Kev, Dr. John French. GEORGIA. 


Thou lookest sad to-night, methinks, fair queen! 


Though in the sparkling rill thy beams dance light; 
Ah! thus it often is, bright smiles are seen, 


. j j e C i J 
A heavenly band must surely on thee tend, MatthewsC.H. Rev. ‘Miles Kin ‘area @. Brewer 
And bless those smiles which sooth the breast of one. | jam, | Petersburg, D.Arcy Paul Charles Kenne 
y nnen. 
James Williams, M. Burdge, S. J. Harris, 1. H. Weakly, | Brunswick co, Rev. E.Dromgoole.|E!berton, Rev. Ethel Tucker. 
Ye host of stars, which through the dark blue roll, L. R. Reese, ‘Thomas Spragen, Eden Foster, Wm. A. | Burgess’s Store, Rev. B Burgess.| Wtightsboro, Columbia co. 
Chiming sweet music in the depths of space; Wardlow, Jutson Wells, David Ayres, K. S. Cropper, | Princes® Anne C. H., J. J. Bure foe, ot Kee. 
Ye tell of rapture to the weary soul, D. B. Dorsey, J. M. Meek, A. Haaf, G. Atcheson, John idaiinn Te. John S. West- Hebron, R. Beet, — 
And speak glad tidings to a mortal race. Whitaker, J. Rucker, R. Bibb, Sen., John Wilson, John wood. ' Wrightsboro, Rey. Charles Evans. 
Thut generous Power which bade you spring to light, | Allison, F. Young, John Q. Moyler, James Parrot, Wm, Physic Spring, Buckinghameo’ |yodson, J. L. Moody. 
Beyond conception infinitely grand; Johnson, R. B. Thompson, H Tutevi __, ev L. Walker, » # K. Lowry, Kain’s Store. 
Who placed Ys : , 4 pson, senry futeviler, William | winchester, Rev. G. A Reed. TENNESSEE 
o placed you each upon the brow of night, McColm, D. Arcy Paul, O. Wilkinson, C. Williamson, | Pruoty town, Samuel Kemble. | Clear creek, Edmund D. Tarver 
Will he not raise the drooping with his hand? N. D. Coleman, L. H. B. Whitaker, R. Lattimore, J. L. as on Smith, Franklin ym Bs Elgin. 
Oh say, what were ye made for? glorious things! Sands, Saul Henkle, G. A. Campbell, Wm. Griffin,| Prince Edward CMe tery, p \Civil Order, Rew, Jeracs Wil 
Only to hang and ornament the sky? Eppes ‘Tucker, D. Bromley, Benjamin Hunter, T. K. Cosby. — a Shelibyvills, Mesure, 3G. Cala. 
Too holy are His ways, the King of kings, Witsel, Jacob M. Jennings, W. Penticost, Z. Williams, acicn nate Elias Bruen. ,, Well & Brothers, 
Too high His thoughts, to build one useless toy. P. Ridings, P. M. Pearson, J. R. Lowry, L. A. Easter, } Hay Market Ree. Toy tines cannes 
Ye are bright burning worlds—some unknown cause J. Toy, A. Webster, John Fenton, J. Gephart, W. S. DISTRICT OF oeaunenta. = pogo — 
Hath placed you there for purposes divine; Greenwood, W. Wyman, T. D. Stanley, J. Patterson, | Washington, P.M. Pearson. " 1Canton, B. Higginbotham. 
May be ’tis there that happy spirits pause, Ethel Tucker, J. L. E. Easterling, T. W. Newton, Elias reer oe Jacobs, 4 eensborough, Rev. Dr. J. Meek. 
When flying upward from this earthly shrine. Bruen, J. S. Norman, Wm. Bamber, A. McLaughlin, . PEMNSTLVANA. F jorenee, dames Il; Weakle ‘“ 
Night! thine are beauties for the tortured heart, Jacob Corley, D. W. Nail, T. Benneson, H. B. | Eldersville, Washington co, Wasbington, Antauga co. , 
hich the vain pomp of day may never know; Weaver, J. F. Speight, Wm. Reeves, de Le Ambler, ; G. Elliot. H Rev. Payton Bibb. 
Thy moon and stars a danguage do impart, A. J. Piercy, H..G. Dorsey, T.. F. Norris. Henry My- Villa David Goods 
Which flows with eloquence, as silent rivers flow. D. E. Reese, Joseph Cramer, Peter Griffing, Ed- Greenville, Dr. E. H. Cook. 
Penciled upon thy shadowy form I see ward Edwards, Josiah Jones, John Truair, B. G. Bur- | Pittsburg, Rev. Charies Avery. |Mob#e, Isaac Meeker. . 
The power and glory of Jehovah’s arm; owes D. Armstead, R. B. Thompson, J. Godwin, J. G. se Pi thee howe 
I learn from thence to trust his Deity, Yantes, J. A. Thomas, J. Martinsbs rg Wallingford, C Walker 
And feel that He alone . cCormick, John rke, B. Swearingen, Wm. Collier. | Carlisle, James H. Devor. Burlington, R .N.G + 
ELTA. nion ‘Town, John Philips. orth Hero, Grand Is! 
THE EXILE } For the information of those who have never read | Harrisburg, Philip Ensminger. . latehioce. ‘ 
Dr. Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History, we would state | seaford, Rev. Dr .Wm. Morgan. |Weston, Rev Joseph Snelling. 
ne ene this valuable work contains, amongst numerous other NEW YORK. East Cambridge, 
Where’er his footsteps roam, subjects, the following, viz: West Wareham Rev LD Jobuson 
Remembers that his father’s land ‘A clear and faithful narrative of the transactions, re- Pinkney co. 
Is still his cherished home. volutions and events, in all ages, of the Christian | Utica, Rev. M. — commecticur. : 
Though brighter skies may shine above ‘church, both internal and exiernal—the calamities in| Peekskill, A. J. Piercy. Hope Valley, Peter Griffing. i. 
And roundhim flowers more fair, which the Christians of the first ages were involved—| gefield, Kev. J.L. Ambler. 
His heart’s best hopes and fondest love the origin and progress of the sects and heresies which New Orl 
Find no firm footing there. troubled eget — forms of religion which ovel. , ew Or cast, Win MW Goodrich, 
Still to th > whieh eh sprung up in the different ages—the religious contro- |: NEW JERSEY. FLORIDA. 
And elsewhere own through all the earth sides—the transactions, wars, and measures of the Ro- Po pani ABEANSAS TERBSTORY. 
ted ? man Pontiffs, to the period of the writer. incinnati Cane Hill, Rev Jacob Sexton 
A stranger’s brief sojourn. Cincinnati, Wm. L. Chappell. 
Oh! it comprehends both the external and internal condi- | Deersville, Charles Lukens. Eldersvill 
man’s immortal soul tion of the church, and so connects each event with | M°Cormick 
of ton al the causes and the instruments which have produced it, | Zanesville, Samuel Parker. UPPER CANADA. 
3 . u its eavenly good, that the reader must observe the displays of Providen- | Springfield, Rev. Saul Henkle. Hamilton, Gore District, John 
; pai at a exile here. tial wisdom and goodness in the preservation of the INDIANA. Flanagan. 
Mid fleeting joys of sense and time, church, and thus find his knowledge as well as piety Madison, Rev. B. W. Johnson. 
eee a from earthly leaven, improved. It furnishes the history of its ministers, eee 
8 purest hopes, its joys sublime rulers, and form of government—it exhibits the pe-| ED B 
Should own no home but Hzavex! riods when its governments were administered jointly esials ¥ WILLIAM WOQDRE: 


No. 6, S. Calvert-st. Baltimore. 
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